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The Third Annual Meeting of the New-England Anti-Slavery 
Society was held at Julien Hall, on Wednesday evening, Janu- 
ary 21, 1835, at 7 o'clock. 

The President being absent, Rev. Prof. FoIIen, one of the 
Vice Presidents, took the chair. 

Before the hour of meeting had fully arrived, the Hall was 
■crowded to suffocation, and hundreds of persons who came to 
the door, were forced to retire withouj; being able to enter. 

A letter from Rev. Mr. Wells, first Vice President of the 
Society, expressive of his ardent desire for the continued pros- 
perity of the cause, and disappointment that he. was not able, 
on account of indisposition, to attend tte meeting, was read by 
the Secretary. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. WiUiahi C. 
Munroe, late of Portland, Me. 

The Report of the Board of Managers was read by S. E. 
SewaJl, Corresponding Secretary. 

On motion of Rev. Cyrus P. Grosvenor, Agent of the Essex 
County Anti-Slavery Society, seconded by Rev. Baroii Stow 
of Boston, 

Resolved, That the Report be accepted, and printied under 
the direction of the Board of Managers. 

On motion of Rev. Amos A. Phelps, General Agent of the 
• A'^^^!^?^ AP^^'^^v^ry Society, seconded by George ,,Thpmp- 
son, Esq., , . / 

lUsolvedf That it is essential to the progress of the Anti- ' 
Slavery cause, that its friends should understand and maintain 
Its great distinctive principle^, in all their purity and strengih. 

Interesting addresses were made by the gentlemep who iiipved 
and seconded the above resoiutioiPis, which v^jere listened tp iyltb 
•deep attention, a . 



Several hyuuis suited to th« occasion, were suiij^ hy the Col- 
ored Juvenile Choir, under the direction of Miss Paul. 
Voted^ Tbnt this meeting be adjourned for one week. 



Wednesday y Jamiarxj 2B. —The Society met pursuant to the 
adjournment, at the Society's Hall, over 46, Washington-street, 
ai 8 o'clock, P. M. 

In the absence of the President and Vice Presidents, Amasa 
Walker, Esq. was called to the chair. 

Voted^ 1 o amend the third article of the Constitution," by 
inserting after the words, ' annual subscription,' ^ one dollar,* 
instead of ' <ico dollars.' 

The following gentlemen were elected officers of the Society 
for the present year : — 

rRESIDKNT. 

JOSEPH SOUTHWICK, Danvcrs. 

VKJK-l'F.r.JIDENTS. 

Rev. E. M. p. wells. Boston. 

Rev. mores THACHER, N. Wrentham, Mass. 

Rev. AMOS A. I*HELPS. 

DAVID L. CHILD, Boston. 

PnoF. CHAIILES FOLLEN, Cambridge. 

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON, Boston. 

JOHN G. WHITTIER, Havevhili, Mass. 

Rev. O. SCOTT, Springfield, Mass. 

WILLIAM OAKES, Ipswich, Mass. 

Rev. EARON STOW, Boston. 
Corresponding Secrefoj-.i/— SAMUEL E. SEWALL, Boston. 
Recording &cre/«n/— BENJAMIN C. BACON, Bosion. 

Treasurer—J AMES C. ODIORNE, Boston. 

Jluditor—JOEN S. WILLIAMS, Boston. 

COUNSELLORS. 



ELLTS GRAY LORING, 
DRURY FAIRBANKS, 
ISAAC KNAPP, 
S. G. SHIPLEY, ' 
JOHN R. CAMBELL, 



ABNER FORBES, 
JOSHUA EASTON, 
JOHN E. FUjW-ER, 
C. C. BARRY, ^ 
CHARLES DREW. 



Voted, That this meeting be adjourned for one week. 



Wednesday, Feb. 4.— The Society met at their Hbll, on 
Wednesday evening, Feb. 4th, pursuant to the adjournment. 
Amasa Walker in the chair. 

Voted, To amend the 13th article of the Constitution, by 
striking out the words ' one month.' 

Voted, To amend the 1st article, by inserting the word 
^Massachusetts,' instead of the words ' J^etS' England.* 

Adjourned sine die. 



REPORT. 



In consequence of the formation of the American Anti-Sla- 
very Society, and of tho design contemplated to form State 
Societies in the New-England States, a design which has 
already been accomplished in Maine, New-Hampshire, and Ver- 
mont, the operations of the Ne.v-England Anti-Slavery Society 
during the past year, have been very much confined to Massa- 
chusetts. And hereafter, it will be only a State Society.* 

Though the comparative importance of this association, has, 
owing to the causes just mentioned, been, in some measure di- 
minished, the zeal, activity, and numbers of its friends, have 
not been at ail impaired, while the principles on which it is 
founded, have spread through the country with unexampled ra- 
pidity. Every day, and almost every hour, has brought intelli- 
gence of new converts to them, in every part of our landr 

Some additions have been made to the Wilberforce Library, 
during the year. This institution has already proved very con- 
venient to persons prosecuting inquiiies on the subject of slave- 
ry, and it, is believed will hereafter become still more useful. 

About seven months ago, the Society hired the large hall over 
No. 46, Washington- Street, Boston. 'Vhk hall is now divided 
into two apartments, one of which is used as a lecture room, 
and the other as the Society's office, and a depository for anti- 
skvery books, tracts, and other articles. The Society has era- 
ployed Mr. Benjamin C. Bacon to take charge of the Rooms, 
and act as general agent of the Society. This gentlemen has 
performed the laborious duties of his office, including an exten- 
sive correspondence, with great zeal and assiduity. The sale 



* Since the Report wan read, the name <?f the asaaciaiion has been changed to that of 

tiis 31assachusetts Anti-Slavcyy ^ciett/. 
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of anti-slavery public Uions, has been very much promoted by 
this establishment ; ar d the demand for them appears to be con- 
stantly increasing. Tlie Socifcty's office has, as was expected, 
proved a centre of att action lor abolitionists visiting the city, 
from all parts of the country ; and has tlms extended the inter- 
course cf the friends of liberty. 

It would be mostuneratefn!, not to acknowledge the aid which 
females have every where given to the cause in which we are 
engaged. This Society is especially indebted to a number of 
ladies,^who hjeld a fair in Boston in December last, for its ben- 
efit. The amount of sales at this fair was about $360. The 
"money brought into the Society's Treasury from this source, 
proved a welcome supply to its exhausted finances. The taste 
and ingenuity of many of the articles sold On this occasion, and 
the whole armngement of the exhibition, afforded the highest 
gratification to those who visited the Hall. Few could have 
gone there without having their hearts touched with fresh com- 
passion for the slave, and a new zeal to vindicate his rights. 
But the good produced by the fair, is not merely momentary. 
Many of the articles purchased on the occasion, will probably 
serve as perpetual mementoes to the owners and their friends, 
of their duties to their oppressed countrymen. 

In Massachusetts, anti-slavery principles are becoming prom- 
inent objects of public attention. Several county, and several 
town societies have been formpd during the year. In other 
States, the cause has met with similar success. The following 
is an imperfec*^ i^robably very imperfect, list of new Anti-Sla- 
very Societ 

Maine.— Society ; Portland Young Men's ; North 

Yarmouth. 

jyew- Hampshire. — State Society ; Concord {2 — male and 
female) ; Windham ; Campton ; Great Falls. 

Vermont. — State Society ; Ferrisburgh ; Ryegate and Bar- 
net ; Starksborough ; Lincoln. 

Massachusttls. — Salem Female ; Lowell (2 — male and fe- 
male) ; Haverhill (2 — male and female) ; South Reading ; 
Holden ; Newburyport (5 — male and female); Cambridge; 
Sandwich ; Scituate ; Middlesex County Society ; Millbury ; 
Plymouth; Woburn ; Essex County; Ashbumhara ; New- 
Bedford ; Plymouth County. 



Connecticut. — Brooklyn Female ; Norwich Female ; Weih- 
ersfield. 

Mw-York, — Rochester (colored) ; Whitestown ; Auburn 
Theological Seminary ; Hamilton Institute ; Utica ; Peterbor- 
ough ; New- York (City) Young Men's. 

Pennsyhania. — Clarkson Anti-Siavery Association, Lancaster 
and Chester County. 

Ohio. — Columbiana ; Lexington ; Munroe County ; New 
Lisbon County ; Ashtabula County ; Zanesville ; Western Re- 
serve ; Nelson. 

Michigan Territory . — Far raington . 

Total— 53. 

It is scarcely necessary to remark, in this connection, that 
the exertion? and success of the American Artti-Slavery Society, 
have surpassed even tho glotving auguries of its most sanguine 
supporters. * 

While new friends of the colored race are thus springing up 
in every quarter, no old ones desert them. It is indeed one of 
the strongest marks of the truth and importance of our opinions, 
that those who have once adopted them in earnest, rarely, if ever, 
recede froln them, but, on the contrary, usually grow more and 
more zealous in their support. 

A convention of delegates from Anti-Slavery Societies m 
New-England, was held in Boston in May last. The proceed- 
ings of this Convention, having been published in a pamphlet 
form, it is only necessary to observe in this place, that the pro- 
ceedings of this body, have apparently given a great impulse to 
the anti-slavery cause throughout New-England. 

The subject of a Manual Labor School, to be open to per- 
sons of color, was brought before this Convention. Some sub- 
scriptions were obtained for the purpose. We trust that at 
some not very distant date, such a Seminary will be opened in 
New-England. The Academy at Canaan, in New-Hampshire, 
now receives colored youths on equal terms with white. 

The last year has been marked, not only by the rapid spread 
of anti-slavery principles, but equally, by a violent and ferocious 
opposition to them. The peaceable and orderly meetings of 
our friends, have been interrupted in many places by the assaults 
of the populace. In & number of instances, the rioters have 
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not been coritented vVidi disturbing moctings, but have albo at- 
tacked and destroyed property^ 

In New-Vork, savap mobs interrupted two meetings of abo- 
litionists on July 4th, and among other nets of violence, on suc- 
cessive nights, sacked the house of Mr. Lewis Tappan, and 
destroyed his furniture ; attacked and seriously injured the house 
of Dr. Cox ; merely to punish them for ^ their obnoxious opin> 
ions. The rioters also attacked and drmaged several churches 
in the same place, sacked St. Phillips' Episcopal Church in 
Centi*e-street, demolished the African school house in Orange- 
street, and twelve adjacent houses, principally occupied by col- 
ored people. For a number of nights, the mob seemed to be 
masters of the city. 

In Philadelphia, the riots were more destructive than even 
those in New-York. For several successive nights in last Au- 
gust, the entire cbmmand of the city was, as in^ New-York, in 
the hands of an infuriated multitude. In the Course of this 
time, the rioters attacked and destroyed the houses anj^ furniture 
of many unoffending people of color, and treated their victims 
with brutal inhumanity. Forty-four houses, and their furniture, 
and two rhurchesj were either destroyed or damaged during 
these riots. 

Various riots and outrages of a similar character, have Ijeen 
committed in other places, upon the unfortunate colored race, 
and their supporters. But, time would fail, should it be attempt- 
ed, to enumerate them all. 

It is with great regret that the managers record that an attack 
was made on the house of Miss Crandall, in Canterbury, by 
some heartless ruffians in the night, in October last, who so much 
injured the building, that it w^s thought expedient to discontinue 
the school, rather than to expose her pupils to renexved outrages. 

The frantic and barbarous proceedings to which we have ad- 
verted, though boldly reprobated in some newspapers, have in 
others been met with so feeble a tone of , remonstrance, as to 
amount to encouragement ; while some have gone so far as ex- 
plicitly to recommend force to punish such persons, as have 
dared to advocate unpopular doctrines loo freely and too loudly. 

The friends of slavery are much deluded, if they suppose 
that the opinions of its opponents can be extinguished by per- 
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secutiou. They ought to know that the love of truth and jua- 
llce, in generous minds, is only kindled by opposition. InjTacty 
as might have been expected, the proscripiive measures pursued 
against aboHlionists, so far IVoni diminishing, have muhiplied 
tlieir numbers, and filled the whole body with the invincible 
fortitude and resolution of martyrs. 

While in the North, the opposition to anti-slavery principles 
has become thus virulent, they have been widely spreading both 
here and at the South and West^ 

During the last winter, a debate was carried on by the students 
of the Lane Seminary in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the following 
questions : 

' 1. Ought the people of the slaveb.olding States to abolish 
slavery immediately ? 

' 2. Are the doctrines, tendencies, and measures of the 
American Colonization Society, and the influence of its princi- 
pal supporters, such as to render it worthy of the patronage of 
the Christian public ?' 

After a debate of nine evenings, every vote was in favor of 
the affirmative of the first question, four or five of those present, 
however, excusing themselves from voting at all. 

At the end of another debate of the same length, the second 
question was decided in the negative, with only one dissenting 
voice. Four or five persons declined voting at all. 

The result of this debate is equally gratifying nnd surpnising, 
when it is recollected, that eleven of the students were born and 
brought up in slave states, every one of whom adopted anti-slavery 
principles. The readiness with which young men, whose early 
prejudices were probably strongly enlisted in favor of the slave 
system, have thus been led to abandon them, affords unanswer- 
able evidence, if any were wanting, that the hearts of slavehoU 
ders are accessible to the pleadings of justice and humanity. 

The Trustees of the Seminary, taking the alarm at the rapid 

spread of truth among the students, and yielding to the influence 

of popular clamor in the vicinity, on Oct. 6, 1S34, adopted the 

following resolutions, rules, and orders. 

Resolvedy That this Board approve and adopt the Report of the Sub- 
committee of the Executive Committee, ' relative to the proceedings 
Brr.oiig the students on the subject of slavery,' and the proceedings of the 
Executive Committee thereon, of the 20th of August, 1834. 

2 
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. iSTAni>!iN<^'IlP:i^i:a>-;'4^^^ i.— SoQiotiesor.Aosoqiationa of tho Btudontn 
Bh'ail not ba orctini^isu in Uio Seminary, without tlie npprobutinn of tho 
' Ficiilty t nnd'Avlyorb; fliiih orgahizntion sh'uN bo clesired, the Coiibtitiition 
land.thp i)bjcct gC)[iufjii|l ro(;u)atipn$ of such Society, shall bueubmittcd 
to tho P^cult'/'fbr their <;b,ri8ide 

•iiiliie !?r 'iMib !fetu<)b«ty.8imll not hoW among them- 

iselv.ols, pth,dr'tliq,n thp^o' of -ja' religious or devotional character, or lor pur- 
poses asao(Jiat^d,'wilh ihd course of Btudiea ; nor deliver public nddressee, 
or lecturca, at tho Seminary or claew here, in term time, other than those 
connected 'witli drdinnry religious exprcispB 5 nor make public nddtesscs 
: or c-omrnijinicaj^iuns to tiio students wlien.aeeembled at their meals, or on 
"dthor bVdiniiry occasiona: nor bo abtient f'roiiii (he Sctniilary in term titno 
— without the' opp.rohntion of the Faculty, or of Bucli person as. they shall 
, deqignaV foe that purpose.* . 

Orp'eus. Order l.-r-Whereas, the Anti-Slavqry Society and the Col- 
'ohizuUoh Society lately organized in tho Scmipary, areconsidered by this 
Board, in the present stoto of public excitement on the subject of slavery. 
.08 tending to enlist the. students in .controversies foreign to their studies, 
and to, stir up among themselves and in the community, unfriendly feel- 
ings and useless hostilities, thereby counteracting the . greats objects of the 
institution ; thejrefore, ordqred.that the students be required to discontinue 
those Societies in'' the Semiriai^y. ' , ' 

; ^ Order 2.-^Ordored that the Executive Committee have power to dismiss 
any student from the Seminary, when they shall think it necessary sq to 
do ; and'to make any Tiiles and regiilutions fJir the admission of student's, 
or for the government and management of the Seminary, or any of its 
concerns, not inconfiistent' with tho charter and the regulations of this 
Bdai-dj which they imy' deem expedient.' 

'Gh these tyraritilcal arid inquisitorial proceedings, Tittle com- 
ment is necessary . It is 'tnanifest, that' the object of these rules 
and orders '.was, to prevent, as far as possible, free discussion 
driHhe subject of slavery. The fathers of an important semi- 
nary, established for the express purpose of disseminating Chris- 
tian truth, have boldly endeavored to stop all inquiry on some 
of ihe most serious questions ■ of religion and morals. They 
have' sharaelessly dared to say to young men, who are preparing 
for th^ gospei ministry, • ' It is no part of your Ifnsiness to ex- 
amine t^hat course a christi sin minister oijght to adopt in rdspect 
to slatveholding ' — the crying sin of the age and nation. 
• How wbriderful is the uniformity in the proceedings of tyran- 
ny! Associations, public meetings, and pu'blic addresses, are 
a!wa3rs spiBcial objects of fear to arbitrary governments. It ha& 
been so in Europe. .And- it is remarkable, that public meetings 
of slaves, 'and preaclring to them, aire also denounced by law 
and public opinion in the slave States. 

The Trustees of Lane Seminary, however, have found that 
they Were not dealing with • slaves. They thought, probably, 
that they were putting out a dangerous flame in their institution. 
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but they have done it by scattering the burning bmnda far tiptl 
wide over the country. Thus they may, perhaps, prove- tb|r/i 
unwilling instruments iq tlie linnds of Providencoy of aiding it 
kindle a moral conflagration in our country^ which neilheii' trus^ 
tees of Seminaries, nor even governors and legislatures, will bfi 
able to extinguish. 

The arbitrary enactments just recited, have been so far . suc*^ 
cessful, as to lead nearly all the students to leave the Theolog- 
ical Class, and to prevent many others from entering it. It is 
said that the Theological Class last year consisted of forty, only 
two of whom had entered the fourth day after the commence- 
merit of the term in October. In the Litei'ary deparlment, the 
diminution had been similar. Out of sixty of last year, only 
five had entered. . 

It is to be hoped, that few young men will be found willing 
to enter an Institution, in which they are debarred the liberty 
of thought and speech on one of the most momentous subjects 
which can come before them. 

The young men, who have thus been driven from their studies, 
published during the last month, a statement of * the reaspns 
which induced the students in Lane Seminary, to dissolve their 
connection with that Institution.' It is signed by .fifty-one per- 
sons. Others who agreed in opinion with the document were 
at such a distance, that their names could not be affixed to it. 
It is written with great ability, and unanswerable force of argu- 
ment. 

The Faculty have also published their statement respecting 
the difficulties in Lane Seminary. 

The students of Lane Seminary are far from being alone in 
their opposition to slavery. The young men in a, considerable 
number of Colleges and Theological Seminaries, have engaged, 
with great ardor in the same cause. When the influence, which, 
these young men, who, in the usual course of things, will become, 
lights and guides of the people, will have upon society, is con- 
sidered, we may reasonably hope that the time is not far distant,, 
when the whole American people will become sensible of their 
duty to the colored people of the country. 

The increasing interest felt in every part of the Unjited States 
for the oppressed, is also proved by the procee4u!)gs of yarioijis 
ecclesiastical bodies. 
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The 'Syn6d of ;Kentucky,.at a tneoting held at Danville, Oct. 
8» ■spfent the- gi eater part of several days in discussing the subject 
of ' slavery. • They fiiially adopted a paper, of which the follow- 
ing: ig the introduction : — 

•Tliis'synoilj believing that the Bystom of absolute nnd hereditary do- 
nieatio lalavery, as it exisbi omongr the meinbora of our communion, is re- 
pugnant to the prlnoiplea of our holy religion, as rovcolod in the sacred 
scriptures, and that the continuance of the 8y8teAi,any longcrlhnn isnec-' 
essni^y to prepare fur its safe and. beneficial terminotion, is sinful, feel it 
their duty earnestly to recommend to all presbytcric?, church sessions, and 
people under their <:are, to commence immediate prrparation for the ter- 
minatioik of slavery among us ; so that this evil may cease with the pres- 
ent generation ; and the future offspring of our slaves may be free.' 

, The New-York Evangelist, from which this account is bor- 
rowed, slates; that the synod then proceeded to advise 'that 
eniancipation be universally extended to all slaves hereafter 
bora ;' but without discouraging that of others 'whose condi- 
tion would be greatly improved by emancipation,' or who ' might 
be prepared for freedom by the use of remarkable efforts.' Far 
as these opinions of the Synod of Kentucky are from being 
sound, they are remarkable as coming from a slave state, md 
exhibit a growing improvement in public scrarm.ent. 

The Synod of Illinois, at a meeting held in Springfield, in that 
State, in October last, Bfter discussfon unanimously adopted the 
following resolution : — 

Reaolved, That this Synod do roost earnestly recommend to the church- 
es "under our care, the us<? of all proper means to effect the speedy eman- 
cipation of the slaves in these United States, and especially in the Pres- 
byterian Church. Sjfiiod do consider the existing system ojf holding in m- 
voluntary slnveiy their ftllovo men, as a crime of no ordinary character, 
against tphieh tfiey do hereby most earnestly and solemnly testify. 

Various other religious bodies have in a similar manner, dur- 
ihg the year, published thehr testimony against slavery. 

During thie past year, many strong indications have been given, 
that the desire to abolish slavery is becoming more active and 
extensive in the Western slave states. A Tew of them will be 
mentioned. ^ 

A society has been formed in Kentucky, it is believed within 
the year, called ' The "Kentucky Society for" the gradual relief 
of the State from slavery,* We regard this Society, though 
based on unsound principles, as springing from benevolent feel- 
ings, aiid as the harbinger of a brighter day. It cannot be, that 
conscientious men, who are earnestly seeking to benefit their 
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oppressed follow citizens, can long continue, at the present day, 
blirtd to the right of the slave to immediate freedoni, blind to 
the duty of the master to give him immediate emancipation. 

In November, 1833, a Convention being soon to be held 'to 
amend the Constitution of Tennessee, a meeting of citizens of 
Athens and its vicinity was held, at which a resolution was 
adopted, among others, not to support any candidate for the 
Convention, who would not give an assurance to use his utmost 
exertions, if elected, * to abolish the existing slave law in such 
a manner, as to accomplish the emancipation of the slaves of 
this State, as speedily as may be practicable.' The committee 
who publish the resolutions, say ' that a considerable number 
of highly respectable citizens ' gave their names to the resolutions. 

It is scarcely necessary to say, that the Constitution of Ten- 
nessee was riot amended in the manner proposed, but on the 
contrary, if we have been rightly informed, was made more fa- 
vorable to slaveholders, by prohibiting the enfranchisement of 
any slave, without the owner's consent. The meeting at Athens, 
however, shows that just principles are spreading in Tennessee ; 
while the amendment of the Constitution, said to have been 
adopted, proves that the present majority in the State, in favor 
of slavery, fear that they shall not long continue so, and there- 
fore endeavor to guard against the coming danger of abolition, 
by a constitutional provision. 

A petitioQ to the General Assembly of Missouri for the grad- 
ual abolition of slavery, received many signatures in Boone 
County. 

Although the advocates of abolition, in the three States just 
named, are evidently far from just views on the subject, yet 
Uiese movements are sufficient to demonstrate, that a spirit is at 
work in them, which will never rest till it has purified and en- 
lightened the great mass of society, and destroyed every vestige 
of the system of private despotism within their limits. 

It is impossible \rt this report, to specify all the indications of 
a change of opinion rapidly approaching at the South. One, 
however, cannot be passed over. James G. Birney, Esq. of 
Kentucky, lately a distinguished supporter of the Colonization 
Society, has within a few months burst the iron fetters of preju- 
dice, and come forth an uncompromising abolitionist. Since 
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l^n conversion,, he has published two letters, one oh Coloniza- 
tion, addressed to the Rev. Thornton J. Mills, Corresponding 
Secretary; of the Kentucky Colonization Society, the other on 
SInvJery, addressed to the Ministers and Elders of the Presby- 
terian Church. These letters are masterly performances, and 
have been widely circulated throughout the. country. Mr. Bir- 
ney has given the best proof , of the sincerity of his opinions, 
by emancipating ail his slaves. It is almost impossible to esti- 
mate the influence which a man, like Mr. Birney, will h&ve upon 
the minds of his fellow citizens at the South. 

In looking back on the past year, it is impossible to forget 
that our shores have been honored, by the arrival from England 
of two distinguished philanthropists, Charles Stuart and George 
Thothpson. These gentlemen, who have donemuch to promote 
the abolition of slavery by Great Britain, have come to America 
with the benevolent design of aiding in the same work in this 
nation. They have already shown themselves powerful auxil- 
iaries in the great work on which they have entered. Our coun^ 
try should be deeply grateful to these benevolent men, whose 
zeal in theicaCise of the oppressed has led them to forsake their 
homes snd their country. ^ 

The success of these gentlemen has, of course, procured for 
them abundance o£ abuse from the newspapers, and some vio- 
lent and contemptible efforts have been made in different places^ 
to prevent them from being heard. 

The most serious charge brought against them is, that thcy 
are foreigners ; and it is urged, that foreigners ought not to in- 
teVfere with our institution^. This feeble argument has been 
most fully answered by Mr. Thompson, in a'torrent of irresisti- 
ble eloquence ; it need not, therefore, be discussed here*at 
length. Christianity makes all men' our neighbors and our coun- ' 
tryraen. Men, wherever they may be, who are suffering from 
ignorance or oppression, are entitled to our sympathy and assis- 
tance. Our duty towards them is only limited by our means 
of usefulness. These gentlemen, tharefore, will receive the 
thanks and applause of every man, who is filled with the spirit 
of our religion. 

On the first of August last, all the slaves in the British Colo- 
i^es became free. The gift of freedom, however, was by the 
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insanity of the British Parliament, connected with a provisioh 
which made the emancipaied negroes, apprentices or semi-slaves, 
for a term of years — thai is, required them to work for their for- 
mer owriers during the greater part of th6ir time, without wages. 
This attempt to poison the life of liberty, by o noxious distilla- 
tion from slavery, has, as might have been anticipated, rendered 
the operation of the measure very unsatisfactory in. the islandb 
where the hew system, has gone into operation. Though inbth- 
ing very disastrous has as yet occurred, the slaves are disddri- 
tonted and unwilling to work, feeling themselves defrauded, by 
being made nominally free, while they are debarred from thiar 
free exercise of their powers for their own benefit. 

In Antigua, the Bermudas, the Virgin Isles, St. Christopher, 
Nevis, Montserrat, and Dominica, where the apprentice system 
was not introduced,' but the slaves were made absolutely free, 
there is every appearance that no difficulty op disturbance will 
follow from immediate abolition. It is to be hoped, that the 
, other colonies will, before it is too late, abandon the apprentice 
system. But if the slaves are forced to submit to it, its conse' 
quences inevitably will be dissatisfaction and exasperation among 
the black population, perhaps to be^ucceeiJfed by rebellion and 
bloodshed. ^ 

The principles of the New-lEngland Anti-Slavery Society 
have been so fully discussed in former reports, and other pubr^ 
cations on the same topics have been so generally circulated, 
that it seems scarcely necessary again to defend them. Bqt it 
may not be amiss, to examine some opinions which are now 
current in regard to abolitionists, not only among their enemies, 
but even among their friends. 

It is frequently said, that abolitionists ought not to form them' 
selves into a political party— that they should rely solely on 
moral influence for effecting their purposes. They^are often 
warned, even by their well wishers, to keep themselves aloOf 
from the arena of political contention. 

Though these cautions are well meant, they seem to originate 
from an imperfect view of the rights and duties of citizens. 
When many men have a common object, one of the best meatis 
of attaining it, is to associate themselves together. When thus 
associated, there is, no doubt, danger, that the power acquired 
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by union, will be abused Inr selfish purposes. But this is no 
sufficient reason for abandoning all united efforts for obtaining 

any moraj or political object. — 

^A'largo number of persons think that slavery ought to be 
/^abolished in the District of Columbia and the Territories, and 

' . that no new State ought to be admitted into the Union, without 
providing against the, toleration of slavery within its borders. 
They also think t^]at the slave-trade bet\yeen the States, ought 
to be abolished by Congress, 

Holding these opinions of the duties of the National Govern^ 
ment, it becomes not only their right, but their duty^ to endeav- 
or in every mode sanctioned by law .and religion, to procure tire 
action of Congress on these subjects. How is this to be done ? 
It is answered, by difiusing information among the people, arid 
petitioning Congress. These are, no doubt, efficacious meas- 
ures. But another, equally important, is to endeavor to send to 
Congress, men who thiiik rightly on these subjects, and to op- 
pose otheirs. If abolitionists, by exerting ihemselves to obtain 
a sound representation in Congress, should be subjected to tlie 
charge of being a political party, they ought not to be deterred 
from their duty, by an odious name. It seems an ill-judged 
course for moral and religious men to shrink from exercising 
tbeir privileges as citizens at elections, because others make a 

, bad use of these privileges ; or to hesitate to unite for effecting 
a moral and religious purpose, merely because it is at the same 
time a political one. . 

^^'^w But, while in voting for candidates to offices, in which the per- 
sons elected are likely to be called on to act on important ques- 
tions in regard to slavery, it is earnestly recommended to aboli- 
tionists, to support those only in whose principles they can con- 
fide ; the Managers would caution their friends against making 
anti-slavery opinions, the test of qualification for other offices, 
where similar questions cannot arise. Thus, though no repre- 
sentative to Congress should be supported, who is not in favor 
of abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia, it would be 
most unjust and absurd to refuse to support a person for a muni- 
cipal office, unless he held the same opinions. 

The course recommended, is the same which wds pursued 
successfully by abolitionists in Great Britain. They never be- 



came a political party, but merely by giving their support; to sqch 
candidates for parliament only, as were in favor of abolishing 
slav^ery, they finally succeeded in accoipplishing their ol^ectv 
The abolition of slavery in the District , of Columbia and the 

- Territories, ban be effected by a similar course, if the end' be 
pursued with steadiner.S) and undoubting confidence that it will 
be eventually gained. ' : > 

Abolitionists are often charged wilh using language junjuBtifia- 
bly harsh, when they dpeak of hbldihg slaves as being a. sin or 
crime. But it should be recollected that in so doing, we are 
not measuring the comparative guilt of individual slave owners, 
but merely declaring our opinion of the abstract moral quality 
of their acts. Circumstances of education and prevailing cus* 
torn, may make slaveholding a smaller offence in one man, than 
in another who sees his duty more clearly. But the act of hold- 
ing a human being as property, is as clearly a violation; of his 
rights, as to rob or murder him. Our object in using such Ian-' 
guage, is to awaken the guilty to a sense of their transgi^essions. 
Those who commit the most aggravated injustice and fraud, in 
withholding frCm other men the liberty which is thfir most pre- 
cious birthright, in compeUihg them to labor, yet giving therat 
no wages, in buying and selling their brethren,~^men stamped 

- like themselves with the image of their Creator,—- ought not to 
be permitted to dream that they are free from guilt, merely ber 
cause they treat the subjects of their oppression with compara- 
tive kindnes3,-<~because they are not engaged in the internal 
slave trade, because they 'have not separated husband from wife, 
and the infant from its mother in their sales, because they have 
never hunted a runaway slave with bloodhounds, or whipped a 
negro to death. 

We are bound as fellow-men and fellow Christians, to present 
the standard of duty to southern planters in so clear a light that 
they cannot fail to see it. We should avoid all language intend- 
ed merely to give offence and provoke irritation. But while we 
regard the holding of property in man an enormous crime, — to 
be ranked with highway robbery and piracy, — ^we should be false 
to our duty, if we allowed slaveholders to suppose tUat we 
thought otherwise. 

3 



Robbery and piraof^^i^^^^ hb^^et ajioong foroe t.atiouft, 
lind^r certain' dirbumiif^pir; hbiybeen rdgaMled es crimtftal. 
The guUt of igf)6r^t|p^^ of theee ofTenceO) was letk 

(h^h it woul(l liiii^e'b^S had 'they lieen ippre enlightened^ £tut 
undotibtedly the b^at iupdia of^^ffeclitig a ri^form in those natljons^ 
wodld liBTt^e been tl!^d#c]at| the aggravated character of these 
l^^itnast .in earnest and pointed language. ' ' 
' ■ liV^hy ii it that robbery-^n'd piracy are so rare anfiong civilized 
national f It is because t^^-nbromon opinion of sociiety regaril^ 
them ks criminal. ; The' jgreater part of men are not deterred 
from ibeft and rObbOry^> by^ supposing it is for their interest to 
reifrain f^ra these ccibie^pbt<^ of the hws^ but- 

chidfly by the feeling iha{ they are tvron operating in greater 
or less dcigree^. ont dtfibrei^t n^irids^^ and supported and eonfirmeiS 
in the majority, by a krt6Wi6dg^'of ^>he general opinion of the 
community on th^ subject; ' . 

The saine .state of public sentiment can be created in regar*i 
to slavery. Thousands iand tens of thousands of conscientious 
peri^dnsj are -already beginning to look upon slaveholding in its' 
true light, as an atrocib'ua crime. This opinion will inevitably 
continue to spread and gain ground, till it has embraced the 
great masis of thenation. ' The time, indeed, is not far distBnt,'~' 
it is preient eren ttow,^ — when a person's owning a slave will bd 
considered by vast ntimbers, as a serious impeachment of his- 
moral and religious character. The number of persons who 
emancipate their sl^ives from conscientious motives, will every 
-year increase j but long before slavery is put an end to by the 
gra<^ual work of individual emancipation, it will have been abol- 
ished by- the State legislatures. After this is accomplished, fu- 
ture generations of Americans will look back upon the present 
Gonditioa of our Sbutheina States, with the same mingled emo- 
tions of pity andablrorrence, with which we are accustomed to 
regard the piracies of Barbary and the robberies of Arabia. 

In addressing our white Southern brethren, we ought never for 
a moment to forget, that men are nnoral beings, that conscience, in 
by far the greater part of our race, is a powerful principle of action, 
to which avarice, the great support of the system of slavery, c6n 
be made to yield. It is the predominance of the moral princi- 
ple which is the strong foundation of human society. A com- 
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raunity could fibt exist f6r im' instanfjf t^erb every member of 
it «t*s urged on by a blind loyp of goin, uncontrolled by any 
superior principle. The God who 'mpd^ ijis intended that con- 
science shbuld rule in man. He has W failed in his work. 
Every mao ha& a conscience, howevji?;/ muc^ he may have neg- 
lected its j^romptings. An appeal to'^ this pt^nciple, in a large 
body of njen, always iriakies an impre3i>ion. And v?« know, iti 
point of fakst, that the pleadingii of abolitionistB have already 
produced their appropriate effects at the ^outh, in leading mas- 
ters to emancipate their slaves. 

Let us go on then in the glorious entetprise which we havi"* 
undertaken. Let. us not doubit for one moment, that truth, and 
justice, and humanity,: must triumph in the conflict with selfish- 
ness, avarice, and cruelty; Though slavery has enlisted all the 
baser passions of oiir nature, let us never believe that they can 
overcome its higher principleis, which we have summoned to our 
service. However discouraging out prospeicts may at any rao- 
mefit appear, let us never doubt that there jis, a superintending 
Deity who watches over bur efibrts» The past success of 
Christianity in enligbtening and humanizing mankind,— ^in putting 
an end to slavery in Western Europe — in abolishing the slave- 
trade in the ^eater part of Christendom, and sWvery itself 
throughout the -.colonies of tbe British empire, and a large part 
of the Chnstiaa world— the rapid progress of anti-slavery prin- 
ciples in America^ itoparaUeled in the history of moral reforms 
— is^uld abimate and eaeourage us to new and greater exertions. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

MASS ACIIVSETTS ANTI-SLAVEKY SOCIETY*^ 



PREAMBLE. 

Wlicrens, wc bclicvo Ihnl SInvory ia voiilrnry to Uio prcfcpls of Christianity, (foRger-^ 
nUB to tlin liboriioa of llio couiilry, niui out;iii iinmodiiiloly to bo nbnlishud ; uiid wlioio- 
wa bulUwo that the citizoim oi' Nuw-Eiigliiiid not oiity hnvo tlin right to proicsl' 
against it, but nro under ihu higlioBl obligiuioii to HPitk itH rvmovul by>n moral iiifluoiico y 
and whorcns, wolMtliuvc timt tho i'tfio pooplu of color nro unrichinnusly opprossed, niiil 
stand in nned ot'our Hympniliy and bootsvolont ro-ni>Rr»tion ; nhorcforo, recuguizinc; tho' 
inspirod dnolnraiion ilint Oou ' hath nrrndo of ono blond nil notions of men for to dwell 
on all tho faco of tho r'lirih,' and in nlicdionco to our Saviour's golden lulc, ' all Ihuigi 
whatsoovor ye would that inon shouki do to you, do ye oven so to them we ajree to* 
form uursolvou into a (Society, ond to be governed by the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Articlk 1. This Society shall bo called the MassachuBotts Anti-Slavery Society,- 
And shall be auxiliary to the American Anti-Slavery Society. 

Art. 2. The objects of the Society shall bn, to endeavor by all means sanctioned 
by law, humanity, and ioligion,to cflect the abolition of slavery in the United Stales;- 
to improve the character and condition of tho free people of color, to inform and cor- 
rect public opinion in relation to their situation and rights, and obtain for them equal 
civil and political rights and privileges with the whites. 

Art. 3. Any person by signing the Constitution, and paying to tho Treasurer fif- 
teen dollars as a life subscription, or one dollar annually, slinll be considered a mambei^ 
of the Society, and entitled to a copy of alt its ofiicial publications. 

Art. 4. The officei's of the Society shall be a President, Vice Presidents, aCorrea- 

Iionding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Tieasurer, an Auditor, and ten CounseU 
ors, wlio shall be elected annually, by ballot, on the fourth Wednesday of January, or 
sul)sequently'by adjournment, and shall hold their respective ofnecs until others ar6' 
cliosen. _ 

A rt. fl. The foregoing officers sliall con^ititute a Board of Managers, to whom shaU' 
he entrusted the disposition of the funds, and the manasemcnt of the concerns of the' 
Society, 'i'hey shall have power to make theij own by-laws, to fill any vacancy which' 
niti^ occur in their Board , and lo employ agents to promote the objects of the Society.- 

< ..^rt. 6. I'here shall be a public meeting of the Society annually, on the fourth' 
Wednesday of January, at. which the Board of Managers shall make a Report of their 
doings for the past year, and of the income, expendituries, and funds of the Society. 

Art. 7. Th^President shall preside at all meetings of the Society and of the KoarcF 
of Managers,'or in his absence one of the Vice Presidents, or in their absence a Pre8t-<^ 
dent pro tein. 

Art. 8. The Corresponding Secretary shall receive and keep all communirtftlons 
or publications directed lo the Society, and transmit those issued by them, and shalf 
correspond with ihe agents, or any other bodies or individuals, according to the direc- 
tioTis of Ihe Society o? the Managers. 

Art. 9. The Recording Secreirtiy shall notify all meetings of ttie Society and of 
the Board of Managers, and keep the records of the same. 

Art. 10. The Treasurer shall collect the subscriptions and donations lo the Socie-< 
ty, hold all its funds, and make payments according to the directions of the Managers; 
he shall keep a true account of the same, and render a statement to accompany the 
Annual Report of the Society. 

Art. 11. Any Anti-Slavery Society, or any association founded on kindred prin- 
ciples, may become auxiliary to this Society, by contributing to its funds, and may com-^ 
municate with us by letter or delegation. 

Art. 12. The Society shall hold meetings on the last Monday of March, June, and 
Sepieniher, for the iransaclion of any business which may be presented by Ihe Board 
of Managers, or for addresses, or for discussion of any subject connected with Ihe ob- 
jects of ihe Siicietv. Special meetings may be called by the Board of Managers, or 
by the Recording Secretary on application from ten members of the Society. 

Art. 13. Thi.4 Constitution may be altered at the Annual Meeting for the ehoice 
*tf officers, provided the amendments proposed to be made, have been submitted to the 
Board of Managers in writing, previously. 



